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Anne’s diary begins on her thirteenth birthday, June 12, 1942, and ends shortly after her fifteenth.
At the start of her diary, Anne describes fairly typical girlhood experiences, writing about her
friendships with other girls, her crushes on boys, and her academic performance at school. Because
anti-Semitic laws forced Jews into separate schools, Anne and her older sister, Margot, attended the
Jewish Lyceum in Amsterdam.
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During the two years recorded in her diary, Anne deals with confinement and deprivation, as well
as the complicated and difficult issues of growing up in the brutal circumstances of the Holocaust.
Her diary describes a struggle to define herself within this climate of oppression. Anne’s diary ends
without comment on August 1, 1944, the end of a seemingly normal day that leaves us with the
expectation of seeing another entry on the next page. However, the Frank family is betrayed to the
Nazis and arrested on August 4, 1944. Anne’s diary, the observations of an imaginative, friendly,
sometimes petty, and rather normal teenage girl, comes to an abrupt and silent end..
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% “A truly remarkable book.”—The New York Times

% “One of the most moving personal documents to come out of World War I1.”—The Philadelphia
Inquirer

% “There may be no better way to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the end of World War I1
than to reread The Diary of a Young Girl, a testament to an indestructible nobility of spirit in the
face of pure evil.”—Chicago Tribune

% “The single most compelling personal account of the Holocaust...... remains astonishing and
excruciating.”—The New York Times Book Review

% “How brilliantly Anne Frank captures the self-conscious alienation and naive self-absorption of
adolescence.”—Newsday

1’]3% ﬁﬁﬂ' ¢ Annelies Marie Frank

Annelies Marie Frank (12 June 1929 - February 1945) was a German-born diarist and writer. She
is one of the most discussed Jewish victims of the Holocaust. Her diary, The Diary of a Young Girl,
which documents her life in hiding during the German occupation of the Netherlands in World War
I1, is one of the world's most widely known books and has been the basis for several plays and films.

Born in the city of Frankfurt, Germany, she lived most of her life in or near Amsterdam, the
Netherlands. Born a German national, Frank lost her citizenship in 1941 and thus became stateless.
The Frank family moved from Germany to Amsterdam in the early 1930s when the Nazis gained
control over Germany. By May 1940, they were trapped in Amsterdam by the German occupation of
the Netherlands. As persecutions of the Jewish population increased in July 1942, the family went
into hiding in some concealed rooms behind a bookcase in the building where Anne's father worked.
In August 1944, the group was betrayed and transported to concentration camps. Anne and her sister,
Margot, were eventually transferred to Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, where they died (probably
of typhus) in February or March 1945, just weeks before the camp was liberated in April.
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