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The story begins with Guy Montag, a “fireman” in a futuristic society, where his mission is to
start fires rather than put them out. People in this society are not allowed to read books, nor do they
enjoy nature or engage in any meaningful conversations; instead, they drive dangerously fast and
watch an excessive amount of television.

Montag experiences a number of disturbing incidents. First, his wife attempts to commit suicide
by taking a bottle of sleeping pills. Next, when he responds to an alarm signaling that a woman
possesses a large amount of hidden literature, she terrified him by opting to be buried alive along with
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her books. A few days later, he was told that a young girl named Clarisse was killed by a speeding car.
All these greatly intensify Montag’s dissatisfaction with his life, triggering him to seek a solution in a
pile of books that he has stolen and hidden inside an air-conditioning vent. To preserve these books,
Montag, along with other wandering book lovers, memorizes the content before destroying them.
They cling firmly to the idea that “books can never be forgotten — we shall strive to protect them and
pass such precious knowledge onto future generations.”
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Y " The novel presents a savage and shockingly prophetic view of one possible future way of
life. It is viewed as an important cautionary tale about conformity and the evils of government
censorship." — Chicago Tribune.
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Ray Douglas Bradbury, born on August 22, 1920, was an American author and screenwriter.
Widely regarded as one of the most prominent American writers in the 20th century, Bradbury
produced works that were translated into over forty languages and sold millions of copies across
the globe. Best known for his novel: Fahrenheit 451, he also wrote and consulted on a wide array of
screenplays and television scripts: Moby Dick and It Came from Outer Space, just to name a few.

Throughout his youth, Bradbury was an exceptional reader and writer, knowing at a young age
that he was going to work in the field of arts. He commenced writing his own stories at the age of
12, citing H. G. Wells and Jules Verne as his principal source of science-fiction influence. He rose to
international fame following the publication of The Martian Chronicles (1950), with an incredible
amount of literary output totaling to six hundred short stories, over thirty books, and countless poems
and plays.

In 2004, Bradbury was awarded a National Medal of Art, presented by President George W.
Bush, followed by the Illinois Literary Heritage Award in 2008 and the Scream Awards (an award
dedicated to horror, sci-fi, and fantasy themes of feature films) in 2010. He died on June 6, 2012, at
the age of 97, in Los Angeles, California.
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